KOREAN 656: INTERDISCIPLINARY TOPICS IN KOREAN HISTORY, POLITICS, AND CULTURE: HISTORY OF MODERN KOREA 
5 Credits
Time & Classroom: To be decided 

Proposed by:
Professor Chan E. Park

Office:

Hagerty Hall 352 (ph: 292-1908/5816)

Email:

chanpark+@osu.edu
This course examines the society, politics, and economic development of modern Korea of both North and South.  The major themes of the course focus on the transformation of Korea from an agrarian, bureaucratic/aristocratic society into two, dynamic, authoritarian, industrialized and, in the case of the South Korea, democratizing, states.  We will trace Korea’s response to the influx of Western political power in Asia after 1840 and examine the effects on Korea of the intrusion of capitalism and imperialism in the late 19th century.   Since 1900, intellectual, political, social, and economic change in Korea has been extraordinarily rapid.  How the modern Korean state and society has evolved as a response to this change is the central concern of the course.  We will have to balance the force of the traditional legacy in the emerging blend of old and new in modern Korea in order to understand the unique shape of contemporary Korea’s social political order and its place in the emerging world order of the 21st century.





Course Texts
Michael Robinson, Korea’s Twentieth Century Odyssey: A Short History, 2007
Andre Schmid, Korea Between Empires, Columbia, 2002

Hagen Koo, Ed., State and Society in Contemporary Korea, Cornell 1993

Laura Nelson, Measured Excess, Columbia, 2000

Hwang Sok-young, The Guest, 2006
Selected Articles and Robinson book on Oncourse “resources”
We will be seeing documentary films during the course.  They are considered texts and are available for re-viewing.
Grading
-2 Article response presentations, 20%, 1 page hand-out for everyone.

-mid-term exam 30%  

-Final presentation and paper, 40% 

-classroom participation, 10%


-length: 15-pages for graduates, 8 pages for undergraduates. 

-clear theme, development, focus, relevance, and conclusion.


-Sources to be cited in consistent manner, in a separate bibliography.

Attendance
You have total 1-absence allowances for emergencies or sicknesses.  Each absence after that will lower your grade by 2 final points, unless there is a prolonged situation such as hospitalization, surgery, or family and other emergencies preventing class attendance.

Academic Misconduct 

It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. (The term "academic misconduct" includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations.) Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct at http://studentaffairs . Osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp or http://oaa.ohio-state.edu/coam/home.html . 

Disability Services 
Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor of their needs.

Weekly Schedule
Week 1
Introduction:  Themes in Korean History
Choson’s 19th Century Crisis

Robinson,  
“Introduction,” 




“Chapter One: A New Century and End of an Era,”
Week 2
Kojong’s Majority and Imperialist Pressures
Intellectual Origins of Korean Nationalism

Collapse of the Ancient Regime


Schmid, Korea Between Empires, 1-54

Week 3
Japanese Colonialism and Military Rule



The March First Movement



Robinson, “Chapter Two: Colonial State and Society”
Schmid, 54-198 (Skim 198- end)

Article response 1

Week 4
Cultural Policy and Nationalist Renaissance
Colonial Modernity 
Robinson, “Chapter Three: Class and Nation in Colonial Korea” 
“Chapter Four: Colonial Modernity, Assimilation, and War,”
Pai, “The Colonial Origins of Korea’s Collected Past”
Week 5
Force Assimilation and War Mobilization
Liberation and the Colonial Legacy



Re-occupation and the Korean War

Eckert, “Class Over Nation,”


Kajiyama, “The Clan Records,
 




Robinson, “Chapter Five: Liberation, Civil War, and Division”

Cumings, “The Legacy of Japanese Colonialism,”
Midterm Exam, take home.


Week 6
Film: “The Fight for Democracy,”  
Authoritarianism and Protest in the ROK
Robinson, “Chapter Six: Political and Economic Development in the ROK”

Koo, State and Society, 1-50; 131-162

Week 7
 The DPRK: The New Hermit Kingdom
North Korea Today:  The Politics of Brinksmanship


            Robinson, “Chapter Seven: Going it Alone: The DPRK 1953-Present”


State and Society, 197-230


Oh, “Through the Looking Glass,” 1-40
Week 8
South Korea’s Miracle on the Han: Rapid Economic Development
 
Film: “Capitalism and the Ghost of Confucius”

State and Society, 51-93; 94-130

Nelson, Measured Excess, 1-68
Article Response 2

Week 9
Korea’s New Consumer Society
  
Consumption, Identity, and the Excessive Consumption Debate

Measured Excess, 69-190
 
Week 10
Democratization in South Korea 1987-2007


The Korean Summit


Legacies of Division

Robinson, “Chapter Eight: Democratization in South Korea”

Hwang Sok-Young, The Guest 
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